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The best is yet to come for the
hard-working Honolulu Japanese
Chamber of Commerce, which is
celebrating 120 years of “members
supporting members.”
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The best is yet to come for the hard-working Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce, which is
celebrating 120 years of “members supporting members.”
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n 1900, the bubonic plague had
broken out in Chinatown. City
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Wayne Ishihara and Jason Ito stand with a mikoshi, a portable shrine
usually paraded around at festivals for good luck and protection.
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HJCC Prioritizes Diversity In All Forms
fully staffed telephone lines
for anyone with inquiries and
just about everything else
HJCC could think of.

A

t this point, the question might seem to
have become: What
more is left for HJCC to improve on?
But their answer is swift
and unanimous: diversity.
“The chamber is 120 years
old, but I would say until
about 15 years ago, most
of the members were men,
quite honestly,” says Kathryn Inkinen, former board
chairwoman. It wasn’t, she

(Above) Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce members Tyler Tokioka, Kristi Inkinen Yanagihara,
Kathryn Inkinen, Jason Ito and Clayton Hill relax in the HJCC office at Japanese Cultural Center. (Left
inset) Members of the 1903 iteration of the chamber gather for a photo. (Right inset) The aftermath of
the Chinatown fires of 1900. INSET PHOTO COURTESY HJCC

on the mentality and the
personality you need to be
a small-business owner,”
explains Wayne Ishihara,
HJCC president and CEO.
HJCC board director Kristi Inkinen Yanagihara cites a
Zoom fatigue training exercise that the Women’s Diversity committee put on, focusing on how to make Zoom
more interesting to both
yourself and your viewers.
Other members found the
social events most important.
“We had a game night,”
s a y s Ty l e r To k i o k a , a
third-generation member
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jioka’s Wine Times, where
he discussed different kinds
of wine (of which viewers
could pick samples up from
Fujioka’s Wine Times). The
Samurai Classic golf tournament saw members set up
their own tee times and then
convene for a virtual reception in the evening.
There have also been educational webinars.
“We got small-business
owners to agree to share
what it takes to be successful, what they would do
differently if they had to
start again, general advice

MIDWEEK

and former
board chairman.
“We had maybe
12, 15 members
join, and then
they did a scavenger hunt via
Zoom; we did a trivia
i i contest
t t
via Zoom.
“For me, those are the ones
I enjoy more. It affords me
and all of us to reconnect
from a social aspect with
members and friends.”
All this, of course, is in
addition to regular email updates about COVID-19 policies from the city and state,

continues,
a matter
ti
tt off sexism. There simply weren’t
a lot of female business executives or owners around
to join an organization like
HJCC.
Inkinen, in fact, is only
the group’s second-ever
chairwoman, having served
in 2007-08.
But today, some 27 per-
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cent of HJCC members are
women. The aforementioned
Women’s Diversity community is focused on recruiting
more.
The group also hopes to
break the stereotype that one
needs to be ethnically Japanese to join.
“I assumed I wouldn’t
be able to do some things
because I don’t speak Japanese,” jokes Clayton Hill,
HJCC board vice-chairman,
admin and secretary. “But
,·YHEHHQLQ+DZDLΫLDORQJ
time, I’m not Japanese, but
I like what it stood for, the
organization of the operation
and the caringness
of the operation.
That’s what got me
involved.”
HJCC also is
focused on retaining younger members (those who
have been with
the group for two
years or fewer)
and on maintaining its overseas
partnerships with
Japan.
“The
part of it,
“Th Japanese
J
from my perspective,” adds
Inkinen Yanagihara, “is in the
values that the membership
brings as it relates to their
own businesses. We use the
word ‘ganbatte’ — perseverance, working hard, striving
to achieve.
“That’s the Japanese sort
of ethics and traditions that

KRISTI INKINEN
YANAGIHARA
Owner,
Remedy Intelligent Staffing

Shop. Create. Support.
Nov. 21, 3 p.m.
Want to decorate a
miniature Christmas
tree just in time for the
holidays? HJCC member Cathy Tong will
lead a tree-decorating
seminar via Zoom.
Tree decorating kits
are $100 and can be
picked up at Flora-Dec
Sales, Inc. Those who
participate also get a
special discount. Visit
hjcc.org.
Chopsticks & Wine
Mini Series: Virtual
Beer Workshop
Dec. 5, 5 p.m.
Beer Lab Hawai‘i and
Zippy’s team up to offer a beer-and-chicken
wing tasting for two
over Zoom. Packages
are $75 and contain
three kinds of beer
paired with three kinds
of wings. This is part
of Zippy’s new WingZ
by Zippy’s debut. Register at hjcc.org.

we bring, the business mentality, if you will. It’s the values that we have, that will be
shared across the membership, Japanese or not, whoever you are.
“Everybody’s helping
each other to grow.”

KATHRYN INKINEN
Founder (retired),
Inkinen & Associates

